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A visionary developer is creating three distinct luxury resorts across South 
Africa, each rooted in its unique landscape, culture, and vernacular 
design. As the appointed interior designer, your task is to choose one 
location and design a high-end boutique resort that authentically 
reflects its setting, resonates with its target guests, and establishes a 

compelling, world-class brand identity. The project demands a holistic 
approach balancing spatial design with storytelling, guest experience, 
and buildable, aspirational vision.
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PG BISON | 2024

1/5 inhouse finalists
Design a destination hotel, located in South 
Africa, that leaves south Africans with no 

choice but to love staycations.
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C’EST SI BON | 2025

The clients are seeking an interior décor proposal for two luxury villas—Villa Étoile 
and Villa Soleil—focused on soft furnishings, window treatments, and spatial 
planning. The design direction embraces a “Barefoot Luxury” aesthetic, with natural 
stone, plaster, and authentic wood finishes already established. Your role is to build 
on this concept by layering the interiors with textured, light-toned fabrics and 

curated décor that enhances the relaxed, coastal atmosphere while giving each 
villa a distinct, character-rich identity.
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GMUNDNER | 2025

The Austrian owners of GMUNDNER Keramik are creating a high-end, intimate 
restaurant on their luxury lodge in Namibia, designed to welcome guests arriving by 
private helicopter. The interior brief calls for a bespoke, eclectic space with a Cape 
Dutch artisan aesthetic, centered around open-fire cooking, flexible dining 
arrangements, and layered, intentional finishes. Key elements include a central 

horseshoe kitchen, dual fireplaces, a wine cellar, and a curated courtyard with 
olive trees and water features. The design must integrate their signature ceramics, 
sustainable materials, and a mix of antique and international furniture, while 
honoring the lodge’s ethos of simplicity, authenticity, and connection to the land.
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This brief calls for the design of an urban retreat that balances familiarity with 
discovery a sanctuary for rest, reflection, and holistic wellbeing. Rooted in the 
historical meaning of “retreat” as a place of seclusion and withdrawal, the space 
should offer a calming, inclusive environment that invites guests to pause, recharge, 
and reconnect.
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FINSBURY COURT | 2024 

This project involves designing a contemporary aparthotel in Sea Point, Cape Town, 
blending modern architecture with a vibrant urban lifestyle near the beach and 
local hotspots. The aparthotel concept offers fully furnished apartments with hotel-
like services—such as housekeeping, a front desk, and shared amenities—while 
allowing guests the independence of home-style living. It caters to both short- and 

long-term stays, appealing to business travelers, families, and those seeking stylish, 
flexible accommodation.
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SUMMER HOUSE | 2024

The Glencairn Hotel, a timeless gem nestled in history, awaits a restoration and 
revival that honours its rich past
while embracing the future with opulent flair. Our vision for this project is to 
encapsulate the essence of
maximalism, weaving together a tapestry of antique pieces and intricate 

detailing to breathe new life into the
old soul of the hotel. Each corner will tell a story of the era, inviting guests to 
immerse themselves in the charm
of the ‘old days’ while indulging in modern luxuries. The hotel needs to 
celebrate local design and where possible

the original art, floors and antiques should be re-used.
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KSA | 2025

You are challenged to design a commercially viable occasional indoor or 
outdoor table that blends 
creativity with real-world practicality. Your design can be a side table, 
coffee table, or server, that is
distinctive, desirable and ready for market. To showcase your vision, you’ll 

produce a scaled 3D-printed 
prototype, a compelling product spec sheet, and three eye-catching 
Instagram posts that would stop 
any scroll.
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COFFEE TABLE | 2025

You are challenged to design a commercially viable occasional indoor or 
outdoor table that blends 
creativity with real-world practicality. Your design can be a side table, coffee 
table, or server, that is
distinctive, desirable and ready for market. To showcase your vision, you’ll 

produce a scaled 3D-printed 
prototype, a compelling product spec sheet, and three eye-catching 
Instagram posts that would stop 
any scroll.



C O U N T E R P L A Y

Counterplay is a sculptural coffee table that explores the tension between 

geometric purity and organic warmth. Drawing inspiration from Brutalist 
architecture, it embraces raw materials, monolithic forms, and the beauty of 
structural clarity. The table becomes a miniature landscape where spheres and 
blocks interact like architectural elements in a space.
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TABLE LAMP | 2023

Design a floor lamp that serves as both a functional lighting 
solution and a sculptural statement piece, suitable for luxury 
residential interiors. The lamp should integrate seamlessly into 
curated spaces while offering modular control.



SYNCRASY TABLE LAMP

The syncrasy table lamp takes a unique approach to your usual lamp with the 
introduction of curves and unexpected balance. With use of wood and stainless 

steel this table lamp fits perfectly into a warm, modern home. It includes a stainless-

steel rod to be held up by a wooden base. Two round, wooden spheres are then 
placed on the rod to add a playful element. 

Syncrasy can be well adapted to suit any environment from elegant to playful, it 
aims to enhance the simplicity of curves and celebrate both natural materials 

brought together.
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EXAM PROJECT 2025
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sophielawson04@gmail.com
0766724723
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