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01 REFLECTION

Stellenbosch



REFLECTION is designed for the seeker — someone well-traveled, cultured, and curious, who craves not just beauty, but 

meaning. Here, architecture dissolves into the landscape, mirroring the vineyards and mountains so that nature becomes both 
setting and subject. Inside, the idea of reflection extends beyond glass — it is a meditation on identity, perspective, and 
connection. Guests gather at a long-shared table, where stories, laughter, and Stellenbosch wines flow freely. In this place of 

mirrored forms and mirrored souls, travellers find not only a view of the world around them, but a reflection of themselves within 
it.
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AN AUSTRIAN COUPLE, FOUNDERS OF GMUNDNER KERAMIK, 

COMMISSIONED THE DESIGN OF A BESPOKE, HIGH-END RESTAURANT 

ON THEIR PRIVATE LODGE IN NAMIBIA. THE RESTAURANT IS 

POSITIONED BESIDE THEIR HELIPAD, OFFERING GUESTS THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO ARRIVE BY AIR FOR AN EXCLUSIVE DINING 

EXPERIENCE.

THE BRIEF CALLED FOR A SMALL, INTIMATE SPACE ACCOMMODATING 

5–6 TABLES, CENTRED AROUND A FEATURE HORSESHOE-SHAPED OPEN-

FIRE KITCHEN THAT CELEBRATES LIVE COOKING. THE DESIGN SCOPE 

INCLUDED THE RESTAURANT INTERIOR, POWDER ROOM, WINE CELLAR, 

AND EXTERNAL COURTYARD, AS WELL AS BESPOKE JOINERY, CEILING 

DESIGN, AND LANDSCAPING.

THE AESTHETIC DIRECTION—DEVELOPED IN COLLABORATION WITH 

WOMAN UNLEASHED AND ANNEMARIE MEINTJES—FOLLOWS A 

REFINED “CAPE DUTCH ARTISAN” STYLE, USING NATURAL, HONEST 

MATERIALS SUCH AS WHITEWASHED PLASTER, OAK, COPPER, AND 

STONE. THE CLIENTS REQUESTED THE INCLUSION OF THEIR GREEN 

FLAMED CERAMIC RANGE, SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS, AND LOCALLY OR 

ANTIQUE-SOURCED FURNITURE TO CREATE A ONE-OF-A-KIND DINING 

ENVIRONMENT THAT REFLECTS AUTHENTICITY, SIMPLICITY, AND 

CONNECTION TO THE LAND.
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02 GMUNDNER

Namibia



OMUTATI anchors the restaurant as a symbol of survival, nourishment, and community in the Namibian bush. Like the 

Mopane tree that offers shade, food, and gathering in harsh landscapes, the restaurant becomes a place of refuge and 

connection. Stone reflects its strength, charred timber and copper its resilience, and layered textures the richness of its 
ecosystem. Omutati is not just a name, it is the compass that keeps the design authentic, grounded, and inseparable from 
the land.
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AN AUSTRIAN COUPLE, FOUNDERS OF GMUNDNER KERAMIK, 

COMMISSIONED THE DESIGN OF A BESPOKE, HIGH-END 

RESTAURANT ON THEIR PRIVATE LODGE IN NAMIBIA. THE 

RESTAURANT IS POSITIONED BESIDE THEIR HELIPAD, OFFERING 

GUESTS THE OPPORTUNITY TO ARRIVE BY AIR FOR AN EXCLUSIVE 

DINING EXPERIENCE.

THE BRIEF CALLED FOR A SMALL, INTIMATE SPACE 

ACCOMMODATING 5–6 TABLES, CENTRED AROUND A FEATURE 

HORSESHOE-SHAPED OPEN-FIRE KITCHEN THAT CELEBRATES 

LIVE COOKING. THE DESIGN SCOPE INCLUDED THE RESTAURANT 

INTERIOR, POWDER ROOM, WINE CELLAR, AND EXTERNAL 

COURTYARD, AS WELL AS BESPOKE JOINERY, CEILING DESIGN, 

AND LANDSCAPING.

THE AESTHETIC DIRECTION—DEVELOPED IN COLLABORATION 

WITH WOMAN UNLEASHED AND ANNEMARIE MEINTJES—FOLLOWS 

A REFINED “CAPE DUTCH ARTISAN” STYLE, USING NATURAL, 

HONEST MATERIALS SUCH AS WHITEWASHED PLASTER, OAK, 

COPPER, AND STONE. THE CLIENTS REQUESTED THE INCLUSION 

OF THEIR GREEN FLAMED CERAMIC RANGE, SUSTAINABLE 

MATERIALS, AND LOCALLY OR ANTIQUE-SOURCED FURNITURE TO 

CREATE A ONE-OF-A-KIND DINING ENVIRONMENT THAT REFLECTS 

AUTHENTICITY, SIMPLICITY, AND CONNECTION TO THE LAND.
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03 CAESARSTONE 

Emmarentia Dam



CAESARSTONE This design envisions two interlocking circular forms that symbolize the union of Emmarentia Botha and Louw Geldenhuys—each 

circle representing their individual strength, vision, and the shared legacy that shaped the Emmarentia landscape. The point where they intersect 
becomes a space of unity, memory, and purpose.
Inspired by the elegant motion of wings in flight, the architecture rises and flows with a sense of freedom and grace. The undulating roof gestures 

toward both earth and sky, embodying harmony, movement, and renewal.
Grounded in natural, locally sourced materials, the building engages all five senses—repurposed glass catching the light, pine needles releasing 
their scent, clay and earth offering texture, water features creating gentle sound, and edible gardens providing taste. Together, these elements 
create a living, sensory architecture that honours history while reconnecting people to the land and its enduring legacy.
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FOR THE 2025 CAESARSTONE STUDENT DESIGNCOMPETITION, 

PARTICIPANTS WERE TASKED WITHDESIGNING AN URBAN RETREAT — 

AN INCLUSIVEPLACE OF WELLBEING, REST, AND RECONNECTION.THE 

PROJECT CENTRED ON CREATING A SPACE OFEMPATHY AND 

MINDFULNESS THAT OFFERS A DIGITALDETOX FROM THE HYPER-

CONNECTED MODERNWORLD.

THE SITE IS LOCATED WITHIN THE EMMARENTIA DAMPRECINCT IN 

JOHANNESBURG, A PUBLIC GREENSPACE SURROUNDED BY WATER, 

LAWNS, AND TREES.DESIGNERS WERE ASKED TO USE THE 

NATURALLANDSCAPE AS A DRIVER TO CREATE ARCHITECTURETHAT 

BLENDS WITH NATURE AND ENGAGES THEHUMAN SENSES — SIGHT, 

SOUND, TOUCH, TASTE,AND SMELL — TO PROMOTE HEALING 

ANDCONNECTION.

THE BRIEF ENCOURAGED PARTICIPANTS TO DEVELOPA SERIES OF 

INTERCONNECTED OR STANDALONESPACES THAT REFLECT 

INCLUSIVITY, SUSTAINABILITY,AND MINDFUL DESIGN. 

EACH ELEMENT NEEDED TOCONSIDER ACCESSIBILITY, LIGHT, 

MATERIALITY, ANDWATER AS A CENTRAL FEATURE. THE PROJECT 

AIMEDTO REDEFINE WELLBEING IN THE CONTEXT OF URBANLIFE 

BY MERGING DESIGN, NATURE, AND HUMANEXPERIENCE INTO A 

SINGLE, CALMING RETREAT OPENTO ALL.

BRIEF
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04 C'EST SI BON

Clifton Beach Cape Town



C'est Si Bon Inspired by the natural rhythm of Clifton’s waves and the sculptural curves of the Twelve Apostles, Villa Étoile is layered with soft 

furnishings and décor that echo these organic forms. A palette of stone greys, ocean blues, sunlit neutrals, and soft greens—drawn directly from 

the surrounding landscape—grounds the interiors in their setting. Curved silhouettes, textured fabrics, and carefully selected French-inspired 
furniture introduce elegance and flow, while sheer, natural window treatments frame the views and invite light. Each space feels effortlessly 
sophisticated, harmonious, and deeply connected to its coastal environment.
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C’EST SI BON IS A COLLECTION OF TWO LUXURY VILLAS— VILLA ÉTOILE 

AND VILLA SOLEIL — LOCATED ONCLIFTON’S ICONIC VICTORIA ROAD, 

OVERLOOKING ONEOF THE WORLD’S MOST EXQUISITE BEACHES. 

THE CLIENTSCOMMISSIONED AN INTERIOR DÉCOR PROPOSALFOCUSED ON 

SOFT FURNISHINGS, DÉCOR, SPATIALPLANNING, AND WINDOW 

TREATMENTS TO ENHANCE THEEXISTING “BAREFOOT LUXURY” AESTHETIC.

THE BRIEF REQUIRED DESIGNERS TO DEVELOP A LAYEREDINTERIOR THAT 

REFLECTS EFFORTLESS SOPHISTICATIONTHROUGH NATURAL MATERIALS 

SUCH AS STONE, PLASTER,AND WOOD, PAIRED WITH LIGHT, 

TEXTURED FABRICS.EACH VILLA NEEDED A UNIQUE IDENTITY 

WHILEMAINTAINING A SHARED ATMOSPHERE OF RELAXEDCOASTAL 

ELEGANCE.

THE SCOPE INCLUDED CONCEPT AND LOGODEVELOPMENT, INTERIOR AND 

EXTERIOR FURNITURELAYOUTS, BEDROOM DESIGN ELEMENTS, 

CUSTOMJOINERY, LIGHTING, CURTAIN SPECIFICATIONS, ANDDIGITAL 

MATERIAL BOARDS. ADDITIONAL DESIGN TASKSINCLUDED A TEXTURED 

FEATURE WALL AND LIFT DOORGRAPHIC. ALL DESIGNS WERE TO 

INCORPORATE THEBUILDING’S EXISTING BRANDING AND RESPOND TO 

THELUXURIOUS, COASTAL CONTEXT OF CLIFTON WITHPRACTICALITY, 

DURABILITY, AND STYLE.
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05 OBJECT DESIGN

Ying & Yang



Ying & YANG
 embodies the timeless philosophy of balance and harmony through the thoughtful union of contrasting materials. Crafted from rich burl wood and aged 

bronze, the design celebrates the dialogue between warmth and coolness, organic imperfection and refined strength. Each material contributes its own 

essence — the burl wood offering natural depth and texture, while the bronze anchors the form with quiet resilience and sophistication. Together, they 

form a composition that feels intentional, grounded, and serene. Beyond its function, this table serves as a sculptural statement — an object of reflection 

that adds meaning and presence to its surroundings, inviting a sense of equilibrium into the space it inhabits.
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This project explores the creation of a 

commercially viable occasional table that merges 

creativity with practical design thinking. The aim 

is to develop a piece that is both functional and 

iconic — a table that can exist seamlessly in 

contemporary interiors while showcasing 

individuality through form, proportion, and 

materiality. The process moves from initial 

sketch exploration to refined 3D modeling, 

focusing on ergonomics, joinery, and real-world 

manufacturability. Ultimately, the design must 

communicate a strong identity — visually 

striking, thoughtfully detailed, and ready for 

market presentation through prototype, spec 

sheet, and digital promotion.
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06 SURFACE DESIGN

Household Item Stylised



TIME UNRAVELED Inspired by the natural rhythm of Clifton’s waves and the sculptural curves of the Twelve Apostles, Villa Étoile is 

layered with soft furnishings and décor that echo these organic forms. A palette of stone greys, ocean blues, sunlit neutrals, and soft greens—

drawn directly from the surrounding landscape—grounds the interiors in their setting. Curved silhouettes, textured fabrics, and carefully selected 
French-inspired furniture introduce elegance and flow, while sheer, natural window treatments frame the views and invite light. Each space 
feels effortlessly sophisticated, harmonious, and deeply connected to its coastal environment.
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This surface design project involved 
creating four original textile patterns - new 

age gingham, stylized household object, 

retro escape, and back to the future. The 

focus was on developing unique motifs, 

exploring colour and form, and translating 

each theme into a cohesive repeat pattern. 

Through sketching, digital refinement, and 

layout testing, the project emphasized 

creative interpretation, modern pattern 

construction, and producing versatile 

textiles suitable for contemporary 

applications.
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KSA KITCHEN
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