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THE RIVER BRIDGE HOTEL

PG BISON COMPETITION
2024 | 1ST RUNNER UP - NATIONAL COMPETITION

BRIEF :

WE WERE TASKED WITH DESIGNING A CONTEMPORARY, PROGRESSIVE DESTINATION HOTEL IN
SOUTH AFRICA THAT APPEALS TO LOCALS AND ENCOURAGES STAYCATIONS BY CELEBRATING THE
BEAUTY OF ITS LOCATION. THE DESIGN MUST HAVE A STRONG CORE IDENTITY, AVOIDING CURIO
OR SUPERFICIAL ELEMENTS, AND BE INTERNATIONALLY COMPETITIVE. THE HOTEL SHOULD BE TAI-
LORED SPECIFICALLY FOR SOUTH AFRICANS, AND THE DESIGN MUST INCORPORATE YOUR PERSON-
AL VISION. FINALLY, THE HOTEL SHOULD HAVE A NAME THAT REFLECTS ITS DESIGN CONCEPT.

CONCEPT :

THE GOURITS BRIDGE IN SOUTH AFRICA IS LOCATED IN A SEMI-ARID LANDSCAPE FEATURING ROLL-
ING HILLS, RIVERINE VIEWS, AND RESILIENT VEGETATION. NEARBY, THE HISTORIC TOWN OF ALBERTI-
NIA OFFERS ALOE TOURS AND CRAFT MARKETS, WHILE THE REGION AROUND GOURITZMOND IS RE-
NOWNED FOR BRIDGE SWINGING, HIKING, AND BIRDWATCHING. THE GOURITS RIVER BRIDGE
COMPLEX, SITUATED ON THE N2 ROUTE BETWEEN CAPE TOWN AND PORT ELIZABETH, INCLUDES
THREE BRIDGES. THE TWO ABANDONED BRIDGES WILL BE REPURPOSED INTO A LUXURY HOTEL THAT
INTEGRATES SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES, INNOVATIVE ARCHITECTURE, AND SOUTH AFRICAN CULTUR-
AL ELEMENTS. THIS TRANSFORMATIVE PROJECT WILL CELEBRATE THE LOCATION'S NATURAL BEAUTY
AND PROVIDE A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE, WITH THE THIRD, FUNCTIONAL BRIDGE 40 METERS AWAY
PROVIDING ACCESS TO THE RIVER BRIDGE HOTEL.
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2 G | ' Architecture added fo New courtyard building Different levels to Vertfical circulation,
2 abandoned bridges between 2 abandoned occommodate the 7m offices & ablution block
bridges height difference of the Pool & deck added to
2 bridges courtyard

The Gourits Bridge in South Africa is located in a semi-arid landscape featuring rolling hills, riverine views, and resilient vegetation. Nearby, the historic
town of Albertinia offers aloe tours and craft markets, while the region around Gouritzmond is renowned for bridge swinging, hiking, and birdwatching.

The Gourits River Bridge complex, situated on the N2 route between Cape Tow!

will be repurposed into a luxury hotel that integrates sustainable practices, inno

= : tive project will celebrate the location's natural beauty and provic ' Vi nird, functional bridge 40 meters away providing
= access to the River Bridge Hotel. .

ludes three bridges. The two abandoned bridges
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Fishing | Hiking | Wildiife trips | 4X4 | Swimming |

As guests check in they get groUped on
the app to compete with their family./
friends in @ treasure hunt, fa find plagues
around the hotel that they can'scarifo
get points and interesfing facts / videos
ond inleractive games about the:

fies and features of the hotel,

THE TWO ABANDONED
GOURITZ BRIDGES
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Rooftop bar and Sustainable Approoch
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WELCOME & ENJOY
1. Golf carts to take guest and their
luggage form the parking on either
side of the middle bridge to the cen-
fral reception lobby |2. Reception
| 3. Feature bar on the pool level
| 4. Restaurant | 5. Spa & Wellness
Centre | 6. Lounges | 7. Open court-
| 8. Rooftop Veggie garden and sky
bar experience | 9. Viewing Deck
cantilevering for a river gorge experi-
ence | 10. Cantilevering balconies
from suites | 11. Pedestrian walkway
added at base of old steel road
bridge | 12. Glass lift taking guests
down fo the riverbed deck level for
picnics and sundowner experiences
| 13. Back of House Kitchen
| 14. Vertical circulation, offices &
ablution

SUSTAINABLE

APPROACH

Water Tanks

Solar Panels

Rooftop Gardens

Biofuel Fireplaces
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Concrete Suite

Steel Standard Guestroom

Steel Standard Guestroom
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STAY UNIQUE

ECO CABIN
1ST PLACE

BRIEF :

STAY UNIQUE OPERATES THROUGH A UNIQUE PARTNERSHIP MODEL, COLLABORATING WITH
LANDOWNERS VIA LAND LEASE AGREEMENTS. THEY CONSTRUCT CABINS OFF-SITE AND PLACE
THEM ON PARTNER'S LAND USING CRANES AND TRUCKS, ADDING ON-SITE AMENITIES LIKE DECK-
ING, SECURITY, OUTDOOR POOLS, AND FIRE AREAS. THEY HAVE GIVEN US AN EXCITING COMPE-
TITION THAT INVOLVES DESIGNING AN INNOVATIVE CABIN DESIGN IN A PICTURESQUE LOCA-
TION WITHIN A 2.5-HOUR RADIUS OF CAPE TOWN. LOOKING AHEAD TO 2024, STAY UNIQUE IS
CONSIDERING EXPANSION BEYOND THE WESTERN CAPE AND SEEKS DESIGN INSPIRATION FOR
FOUR ADDITIONAL CABINS. NOTABLY, THE SELECTED DESIGNS WILL NOT ONLY BE BUILT BUT EXPE-
RIENCED BY THE STUDENTS THEMSELVES ONCE READY FOR GUESTS.

CONCEPT:

THE ECO CABIN AT CAPE POINT NATURE RESERVE OFFERS A TRANSFORMATIVE AND SUSTAIN-
ABLE RETREAT AMIDST THE STUNNING NATURAL BEAUTY OF THE AREA. ITS MINIMALIST DESIGN
AND NATURAL MATERIALS BLEND SEAMLESSLY WITH THE SURROUNDINGS, FOSTERING A DEEP
CONNECTION WITH NATURE. LARGE WINDOWS BRING IN NATURAL LIGHT AND BREATHTAKING
VIEWS, WHILE SUSTAINABLE TECHNOLOGIES LIKE SOLAR PANELS AND RAINWATER HARVESTING
MINIMIZE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT. THIS SECLUDED CABIN ALLOWS GUESTS TO DISCONNECT
FROM DAILY LIFE AND IMMERSE THEMSELVES IN CAPE POINT'S PRISTINE BEAUTY. ITS HARMONI-
OUS BLEND OF MINIMALISTIC AESTHETICS AND ECO-CONSCIOUSNESS MAKES IT AN IDEAL
CHOICE FOR AN ECO-FRIENDLY ESCAPE IN THIS BREATHTAKING LANDSCAPE. WHILE SECURING
LAND MAY REQUIRE CONTACT WITH CAPE NATURE, THE CABIN OFFERS ACCESS TO DIVERSE
AMENITIES AND ATTRACTIONS WITHIN THE NATURE RESERVE, INCLUDING HIKING TRAILS, SECLUD-
ED BEACHES, AND THE ICONIC CAPE POINT LIGHTHOUSE.
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CAPE POINT NATURE

STAY UNIQUE

LUXURY IS THE LOCATION

RESERVE
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SKETCHES SHOWING BOOTH SEATING :

Includes a mechanism in which has three settings. The first
being the table completely fucked away, fitting seamlessly
info the booth creating a beautiful lounge.

The second being pulled out and adjusted to the same level as

the bench, acting as a sleeper couch for kids or friends in

the space. The drawers beneath store bedding and extra
cushions for this.

The third being lifted up to the highest level, in which turns the

space into a dining area where everyone can sit and enjoy a meal
indoors.
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FACADE
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BATHROOM
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OUTDOOR FURNITURE
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KSA

KITCHEN DESIGN

BRIEF :

CONCEPT :
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GUEST ROOM

LIVING ROOM

KITCHEN

DINNING

ENTRANCE

POOL

PATIO

BRAAI AREA

BEDROOM

BEDROOM
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