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/ ’a lgə l /  -  adject ive,  relat ing to or character ist ic  of  a lgae

In  a  wor ld where there appears  to  be such abundance,  our  very  sources  of  l i fe  are  being threatened on a  dai ly  bas is  by  the pace and 
manner  in  which we comsume everyth ing our  p lanet  has  to  offer.  W ith  cases  of  severe drought  and f looding equal ly  inscreas ing in  recent  
years ,  access  to  c lean,  f resh water  has  become somewhat  of  a  luxury.  For  me,  u l t imate luxury  i s  pr ivacy  and a  lot  of  space,  sec lus ion,  get-
t ing to swi tch off  and unplug whi le  s t i l l  en joy ing the benef i ts  of  wel l  implemented technology.  Luxury  i s  a  sense of  being at  peace,  and -  
in  the wor ld of  inter iors  -  mater ia l i ty  and the journey i t  takes  you on.

So why a lgae then? In  a  p lace l ike  Cape Town we see water  surrounding our  c i ty  a lmost  anywhere we go,  yet  i t  i s  sa l ine and complete ly  
inadequate for  dr ink ing,  whi le  our  natura l  f reshwater  sources  are  of ten severe ly  pol luted.  On the other  hand,  these water  sources  are  
teeming wi th  l i fe  and an abundance of  one speci f ic  natura l  resource -  a lgae.  From macro-a lgae such as  ke lp -  an excel lent  and very  nutr i -
t ious  food source -  to  much t in ier,  a lmost  microscopic  forms of  a lgae which can be used in  the creat ion of  b io-mater ia ls  such as  p last ic  
and even fabr ic  for  c loth ing,  but  can a lso be grown indoors  in  order  to  offset  carbon emiss ions  due to the organism’s  abi l i ty  to  seques-
t rate  carbon diox ide in  the atmoshpere.  

My inspi rat ion therefore came f rom the exc i t ing prospect  of  mater ia l i ty  and technology and how these can be used to f ind pract ica l  so lu-
t ions  to  many of  our  problems,  as  wel l  as  my love for  the ocean and h is tory.  Both des igns  are  heav i ly  in f luenced by mater ia l i ty  as  wel l  as  
the h is tory  of  each area and thei r  connect ions  to  the sea.  A dark  and moody hotel  inter ior  to  depict  the storminess  of  the ocean and the 
chaos of  a  c i ty,  and t ranqui l ,  spac ious ,  and neutra l  inter iors  for  the pods,  creat ing the sense of  u l t imate luxury  -  pr ivacy,  f reedom, and 
space.  

I  hope you enjoy the journey. . .

algal
luxury urban experience
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Wi t h  i t ’s  r u g g e d  te r ra i n  a n d  w i l d n e s s ,  t h e  Ve n u s  Po o l  i n  Ca p e  Po i nt  m a k e s  fo r  a  d ra m at i c ,  u n u s u a l  a n d  m a gi c a l  l o c at i o n  w h i c h  b r i n g s  p e a ce  a n d  c a l m  e ve n  

i n  t h e  s h a d ows  o f  t h e  m o u nt a i n  a n d  e ve n  i n  i t ’s  a l m o s t  h o s t i l e  co n d i t i o n s  o f  h a rd,  h i g h  m o u nt a i n  p e a k s  a n d  ro c k y,  d a r k  o ce a n  d e p t h s .  

I  w a nte d  to  c h a l l e n g e  � n d i n g  t ra n q u i l i t y  i n  s u c h  a n  e nv i ro n m e nt ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  s e awa rd  f a c i n g,  h i g h  vo l u m e,  o p e n  p l a n  p o d s,  t h e  i l l u s i o n  o f  s p a ce  i s  c re a te d.  

As  a n  e x p e r i e n ce,  g u e s t s  c a n  b o o k  to  fo ra g e  fo r  t h e i r  ow n  s e awe e d,  m u s s e l s ,  a l g a e,  a n d  o t h e r  fo o d  s o u rce s  by  a  p r i vate  fo ra g e r  a n d  c h e f,  w h o  w i l l  t h e n  a l s o  

te a c h  yo u  to  p re p a re  t h e  fo o d  yo u r s e l f  i n  t h e  p o d ’s  k i tc h e n .  

E a c h  p o d  a l s o  h a s  a cce s s  to  i t ’s  ow n  p r i v ate  t i d a l  p o o l ,  c re ate d  by  c a re f u l  co n s t r u c t i o n  to  e m b ra ce  a n d  e n h a n ce  rat h e r  t h a n  d e s t roy  t h e  e x i s t i n g  t i d a l  p o o l s .  

H e re  yo u  w i l l  w a k e  u p  to  t h e  m o s t  s p e c t a c u l a r  s u n r i s e ,  w i t h  t h e  b i rd s  s i n gi n g  a n d  t h e  wave s  c ra s h i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  ro c k  fo r m at i o n s  j u s t  o u t s i d e  yo u r  b e d ro o m  

w i n d ow,  fe e l i n g  re s te d  a n d  gro u n d e d. .

algal
luxury pod experience

algal
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Cl ient Requirements

• A  ‘s e a m l e s s’ l i v i n g  /  d i n i n g  /  k i tc h e n  a re a .  Yo u r  c l i e nt  h a s  g o t  a  q u i r k y,  f u n  s i d e  to  t h e m .

• M a i n  b e d ro o m ,  B I C ,  w i t h  s p a c i o u s  e n - s u i te  b at h ro o m .

• A  s e co n d  b e d ro o m  t h at  d o u b l e s  u p  a s  a  s t u d y,  w h e re  yo u r  c l i e nt  c a n  d o  t h e  o d d  b i t  o f  wo r k .

• A  s e co n d  b at h ro o m  w i t h  a  s h owe r,  b a s i n  a n d  W C  fo r  g u e s t s .

• A  co n s i d e re d,  a n d  we l l - d e s i gn e d  o u td o o r  s p a ce.

Limitat ions

Yo u  h ave  t h e  f re e d o m  to  d e s i gn  t h e  i nte r n a l  l ayo u t  o f  yo u r  s p a ce,  b e a r i n g  i n  m i n d,  t h e  l o c at i o n  o f  a l l  e x i s t -

i n g  e x te r i o r  o p e n i n g s,  w i t h  t h e  e xce p t i o n  o f  t h e  b a c k  s to e p  a s  i n d i c ate d  o n  t h e  � o o r  p l a n .  P l e a s e  n o te  t h i s  

i s  a  h e r i t a g e  b u i l d i n g,  a n d  t h e re fo re  t h e  f a ç a d e  m ay  n o t  b e  a l te re d.  O p e n i n g s  m u s t  re m a i n  i nt a c t ,  a n d  a s  i s ,  

w i t h  t h e  e xce p t i o n  o f  t h e  b a c k  s to e p.

D u e  to  t h e  n at u re  o f  t h i s  b u i l d i n g,  m o s t  o f  t h e  i nte r i o r  wa l l s  a re  l o a d  b e a r i n g.  I n  o rd e r  to  p u n c t u re  t h ro u g h  

t h e s e wa l l s  to  c re ate  a n  o p e n i n g,  o n e  w i l l  h ave  to  m a k e  u s e  o f  a  s t r u c t u ra l  e n gi n e e r,  a s  fo u n d at i o n s  w i l l  n e e d  

to  b e  a l te re d.  Yo u  w i l l  a l s o  re q u i re  s t r u c t u ra l  s u p p o r t  b e a m s  d ow n  to  t h e  fo u n d at i o n ,  a n d  to  s u p p o r t  t h e  

l o a d  a b ove.  Yo u r  c l i e nt  wo u l d  l i k e  yo u  to  b e  b u d g e t  co n s c i o u s  i n  t h i s  re g a rd,  a n d  m a k e  m i n i m a l  c h a n g e s  to  

t h e  b u i l d i n g,  a s  yo u r  a l te rat i o n  w i l l  re q u i re  co u n c i l  a p p rova l ,  a n d  w i l l  t h e re fo re  d e l ay  t h e  b u i l d i n g  p ro ce s s .
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The Cl ient

At l a nt i c  S t u d i o s  i s  t h e  l a rg e s t  d e d i c ate d  � l m  a n d  T V  s t u d i o  f a c i l i t y  i n  t h e

We s t  o f  S o u t h  Af r i c a .  We  o �e r  e i g ht  s t a g e s  o f  � e x i b l e  s p a ce,  i n c l u d i n g  a  

g i a nt  gre e n  s c re e n  s t u d i o,  l a rg e  b a c k  l o t  a n d  e x te n s i ve  p a r k i n g  –  j u s t  3 0  

m i n u te s  f ro m  Ca p e  Tow n  I nte r n at i o n a l  a i r p o r t .  Eq u i p p e d  w i t h  wo r k s h o p s,  

p ro d u c t i o n  o � ce s,  co s t u m e  a n d  d re s s i n g - ro o m s,  p l u s  a  t h r i v i n g  h u b  o f  

c re at i ve  o n - s i te  te n a nt s ,  we’ve  g o t  yo u r  p ro d u c t i o n  n e e d s  cove re d.  Th e  

At l a nt i c  S t u d i o s  te a m  w i l l  a s s i s t  yo u  i n  m a k i n g  yo u r  s h o o t  r u n  s m o o t h  a n d  

w i t h o u t  a ny  s n a g s. .

The Brief

Th e  At l a nt i c  S t u d i o s  m a n a g e m e nt  te a m  n e e d s  yo u r  h e l p.  At l a nt i c  S t u d i o s

i s  k n ow n  a s  a  c u t t i n g - e d g e  � l m  a n d  te l e v i s i o n  s t u d i o  f a c i l i t y  i n  t h e  i n d u s -

t r y.  U n fo r t u n ate l y  w h e n  i t  co m e s  to  t h e i r  c a nte e n  o n  t h e  2 n d  � o o r  o f  t h e  

m a i n  b u i l d i n g  to g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e i r  c a s t  a n d  c re w  l o u n g e  t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s  f a i l  

to  i m p re s s .  At l a nt i c  S t u d i o s  h a s  a p p ro a c h e d  YO U  to  re - d e s i gn  t h e i r  c u r -

re nt  c a nte e n  to g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e i r  c re w  a n d  c a s t  l o u n g e  i n  o rd e r  to  b re at h e  

n e w  l i fe  i nto  t h e s e  n e g l e c te d  s p a ce s .  Th e  u p gra d e  o f  t h e s e  a re a s  to g e t h e r  

w i t h  a n  u p gra d e  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  co �e e  s h o p  o n  t h e  gro u n d  � o o r  w i l l  

e n s u re  t h at  t h e i r  c u t t i n g - e d g e  s t at u s  re m a i n s  i nt a c t  fo r  ye a r s  to  co m e.
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Cl ient |  ‘DOCK HAUS’

Th e  D o c k  H a u s,  a  n e w  b o u t i q u e  H o te l ,  h a s  co m m i s s i o n e d  YO U  to  co n ce p t u a l i ze  a n d  d e s i gn  t h e  l i f t ,  l o u n g e  l o b by  /  re ce p t i o n  a re a  o f  t h e i r  n e w  H o te l  i n  t h e  V & A  Wa -

te r f ro nt .  Th i s  b e s p o k e  H o te l  w i l l  s h owc a s e  a n d  ce l e b rate  o n l y  t h e  ve r y  b e s t  o f  i co n i c  i nte r n at i o n a l  d e s i gn .  Th o m a z  R o s s i ,  a r t  co l l e c to r  a n d  h o te l i e r  h a s  a p p o i nte d  

yo u  to  b r i n g  h o m e   t h e  i d e a  o f  a n  e c l e c t i c ,  e xc l u s i ve,  d a r i n g,  p l ay f u l  a n d  e xq u i s i te  a r r i va l  s p a ce  w h e re  l i k e - m i n d e d,  f a b u l o u s l y  i nte re s t i n g  g u e s t s  co m e  to  s t ay  a n d  

re ve l  i n  a l l  t h i n g s  b e a u t i f u l . . .  t h e  � n e r  t h i n g s  i n  l i fe .

D o c k  H a u s  a i m s  to  a s s e m b l e  co m m u n i t i e s  o f  m e m b e r s  t h at  h ave  s o m e t h i n g  i n  co m m o n :  n a m e l y,  h i g h l y  c re at i ve  s o u l s .  Th i s  n e w  h o te l  d e ve l o p m e nt  w i l l  fo r m  p a r t  

o f  t h e  R 3 . 9  b i l l i o n  e x p a n s i o n  fo r  Ca p e  Tow n’s  V & A  Wate r f ro nt .  Th e  1 0 . 5  h e c t a re  c a n a l  d i s t r i c t  i n c l u d e s  e x p a n s i o n  p ro j e c t s  o n  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  D o c k  R o a d  a n d  s u r ro u n d -

i n g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  B at te r y  Pa r k  D e ve l o p m e nt .
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azzurro
restuarant:  
p e s ce  a z z u r ro  ( n ow  c a l l e d  B a l e n a  B l u e )

locat ion:  
co r n e r  b re e  +  wat w r k a nt s t re e t s ,  c a p e  tow n

brief :
Cu r re nt l y  s i t u ate d  i n  Wo o d s to c k ,  p e s ce  a z z u r ro  s t r i ve s  to  o �e r  t h e  u l t i m ate  co nte m p o ra r y  I t a l i a n  s e a fo o d  c u i s i n e.  I n  Au g u s t  

2 0 2 1 ,  t h i s  c l i e nt  w i l l  b e  m ov i n g  t h e i r  p re m i s e s  to  B re e  S t re e t  a n d  h a s  a p p o i nte d  YO U  to  co n ce p t u a l i s e  a n d  d e s i gn  t h e  i nte r i -

o r  o f  t h i s  n e w  a n d  e xc i t i n g  s p a ce.  d e s i gn  i s  to  i n c l u d e  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t s i d e  re s t u a ra nt  d i n i n g,  b a r,  d e l i ,  ce l l a r  a n d  l o u n g e  

a re a s .

  

Pr i ze  w i n n e r  -  � r s t  r u n n e r  u p
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The Cl ient:
Ca p e  Lo o m s  by  J u s t i n  Va n  B re d a  X  D e s i gn  Ti m e

Ca p e  Lo o m s  i s  a  n e w  we av i n g  f a c i l i t y  i n  Ca p e  Tow n ,  we av i n g  M o h a i r  a n d  Wo o l  c a r p e t s  by

h a n d,  c re at i n g  a  co m m u n i t y  o f  we ave r s  a n d  s k i l l e d  a r t i s a n s .  O u r  s p e c i a l l y  co m m i s s i o n e d

l o o m s  a re  t h e  l a rg e s t  i n  Af r i c a .

Fo u n d e r  J u s t i n  Va n  B re d a ,  co m e s  f ro m  a  wo o l  f a r m i n g  f a m i l y,  h av i n g  c re ate d  t h e  M e r i n o

Wo o l  i n d u s t r y  o n  t h e i r  f a r m  Zo e te n d a l s  Va l l e i  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 0 0 ’s .  E i g ht y  p e rce nt  o f  t h e

wo r l d ’s  m o h a i r  co m e s  f ro m  S o u t h  Af r i c a  a n d  o f  t h at  m o s t  i s  e x p o r te d  b e fo re  i t  i s  p ro ce s s e d.

O u r  a i m  i s  to  p ro d u ce  at  s o u rce  a n d  s e l l  i nte r n at i o n a l l y
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surface
& product 
design
D e � n i t i o n  o f  s u r f a ce  d e s i gn :

S u r f a ce  d e s i gn  i s  a ny  t y p e  o f  a r t wo r k  ( p at te r n ,  i l l u s t rat i o n ,  h a n d  l e t te r i n g,  s te n c i l l i n g,  e tc . )  m a d e  by  a  

d e s i gn e r  / a r t i s t  t h at  i s  i nte n d e d  to  b e  a p p l i e d  to  a  s u r f a ce  to  e n h a n ce  i t s  v i s u a l  a p p e a ra n ce  a n d / o r  f u n c t i o n a l i t y.
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p at te r n  b l o c k i n g t u t t i  f r u i t t i g i ve  i t  w i n g s m ate r i a l s  m a s h d e l f t
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